
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

FOUNDATION Fieldbus  
Device Registration Kit 

September 6, 2018 
 

Thank you for your participation in the FOUNDATION Fieldbus Device Testing program.  The following 
documents will help better inform you of the process steps needed to complete the Device Testing and 
Registration process. 
 

FOUNDATION Fieldbus Device Registration Kit Contents 
 
 
Document 
ID 

Document Notes 

FD-297 ReadMe This document… 

PD10026 Product Registration 
Policy 

FieldComm Group Product Registration Policy Document that 
describes the policies and procedures encompassing all forms of 
device and support file testing at FieldComm Group.  This document 
should be considered as the preface of PD30524.  

FF-524 Device Registration 
Process 
 
 

Describes the details of the process to be followed in order to 
successfully test and register a Foundation Fieldbus device with 
FieldComm Group and the requirements to maintain the registration 
if it is granted. 

FF-283 Testing Request 
Form 
 
 

Requests a date for testing.   
 
This form must be completed and uploaded to a support ticket at 
http://support.fieldcommgroup.org to reserve a specific date for 
testing in the lab at FieldComm Group.   
 
This completed form and a purchase order will allow the lab to 
reserve time for your requested test campaign.  If you wish to pay 
by credit card, please notify us of this wish when you upload the 
testing request form and we will provide a document that can be 
faxed to us in order to protect your credit card information. 
 
No test will be scheduled without this form AND the desired 
form of payment.   
 
IMPORTANT:  If the test campaign will be witnessed by one or 
more representatives from your company, this notice MUST be 
given on document FF-283 at the time the original request for test 
form is submitted to FieldComm Group at the link above.  Note that 
requesting to witness a test will make it more difficult to schedule 
your test in a timely manner. 



	 	

FF-652 31.25 kbit/s Physical 
Layer Conformance 
Test Results Form 
 
  

Test Report Form submitted to FieldComm Group documenting and 
detailing the results for the H1 Physical Layer Test.  This form must 
be completed and uploaded to the registration request support ticket 
at http://support.fieldcommgroup.org  
 
Use the latest test specification FF-830 from FF-007 to perform the 
test.  Attach scope traces and waveform captures as an appendix to 
the report or insert them where appropriate in the middle of the 
Word Document.   
 
Testing will not begin unless a completed FF-652 document 
has been provided to FieldComm Group and it has been 
approved by the test administrator.  You will be notified if there 
are problems with the document that need to be corrected.  
You do not need to mail this document to FieldComm Group.  
 

CS-453 Device Testing 
Services Agreement 
 
  

Review the document carefully and follow directions described on 
the cover page.  Use the CS-453 Field Device Exhibits spreadsheet 
to complete the exhibit pages that are required for your test type. 
 

1. This is an Adobe fillable form.  Complete the initial 
document by filling in the form fields and save the PDF. 
 

2. Complete the required Exhibit pages as described on the 
cover page by using the CS-453 Field Device Exhibits 
spreadsheet and save that information into the original 
document in place of the “placeholder” pages.  
 

3. Print the signature page, have it signed by the appropriate 
party, then scan and insert that page into the original form. 

 
This form must be completed and uploaded to the registration 
request support ticket at http://support.fieldcommgroup.org  
 

CS-453 
Field 
Device 
Exhibits.xls 

Exhibits for CS-453 
in spreadsheet form 

Fill out the exhibits required for your requested test type using a 
spreadsheet application.  Save the spreadsheet, then use it to 
create the Exhibit pages for CS-453 above.   
 
This form must be completed and uploaded to the registration 
request support ticket at http://support.fieldcommgroup.org 
 
Testing will not begin unless a completed CS-453 Field Device 
Exhibits spreadsheet has been provided to FieldComm Group  
 
IMPORTANT:  Save and email the CS-453 Exhibits Spreadsheet 
document to the test technician at FieldComm Group before testing 
is to begin.  This document is used to create all of the official 
registration paperwork at the end of the test campaign. 



	 	

PL-316 Software Distribution 
Agreement 
 
  

Device Description Software Distribution Agreement.  This legal 
agreement allows us to distribute the device support files if it meets 
registration requirements.  Review the document carefully and 
follow directions described on the cover page. 
 

1. This is an Adobe fillable form.  Complete the initial 
document by filling in the form fields and save the PDF. 
 

2. Print the signature page, have it signed by the appropriate 
party, then scan and insert that page into the original form. 

 
This form must be completed and uploaded to the registration 
request support ticket at http://support.fieldcommgroup.org  
 
Testing will not begin unless a completed PL-316 document 
has been provided to FieldComm Group and it has been 
approved by the test administrator.  You will be notified if there 
are problems with the document that need to be corrected.  
You do not need to mail this document to FieldComm Group. 
 
IMPORTANT:  If items in PL-316 need to be updated after testing 
begins, corrections should be made to the document and a new 
copy (with a new name) should be attached to the original 
registration request support ticket.  (For example, if DD/CF files fail 
test and must be updated.) 

FF-298 Device Shipping 
Information 

Return shipping address, account number, and customs information 
to return the device samples to the manufacturer.  Be sure the 
account number provided can be used to bill the return shipping 
charges to your company.  Some shippers (like DHL) have an 
alternate account number to use for such shipments.  UPS, FedEx, 
or DHL should be used for your return shipments.  
 
This form must be completed and uploaded to the registration 
request support ticket at http://support.fieldcommgroup.org 
 
Testing will not begin unless a completed PL-316 document 
has been provided to FieldComm Group and it has been 
approved by the test administrator.  You will be notified if there 
are problems with the document that need to be corrected.  
You do not need to mail this document to FieldComm Group. 
 
IMPORTANT:  Shipments from the manufacturer must be shipped 
“Duties and Fees paid”.  Packages returned using the account 
information provided in FF-298 will be marked “Duties and Fees to 
be paid by receiver”.  Under no circumstances will FieldComm 
Group pay duties or taxes for these shipments in either direction.   
 
FieldComm Group does NOT have a Customs Agent and we will 
not use one.  If anyone in customs contacts us regarding your 
shipment, we will describe the contents of the package to them to 
the best of our ability and encourage them to release it to us.  If that 
is unsuccessful, they will be told to contact the original shipper.   



	 	

FD-135 Device Website 
Information 

Provides the “More Information” text to be displayed with the 
product information on the Registered Product Catalog at the 
www.fieldbus.org .   
 
This form must be completed and uploaded to the registration 
request support ticket at http://support.fieldcommgroup.org 
 
A catalog page on our website can also include an optional image of 
the device.  To provide one, send this image in JPEG format and 
size it no larger than 200x200 pixels.  This JPEG can be uploaded 
to the support ticket.  Do not embed the image in FD-135. 
 
IMPORTANT:  Format the descriptive text exactly as you would like 
it to be displayed on our website inside of the “More Information” 
area on the catalog page.  You are encouraged to use HTML tags 
to do this.  Leave the document in Microsoft Word format and your 
text will be copied and pasted as-is directly onto the catalog page 
that is created if registration is granted for your device.  

 
 

Preparing for Registration 
Please review the Device Registration Process (FF-524).  The following is a list of items to complete 
when preparing to register a device: 
 

1) Confirm a test date by submitting FF-283 with a method of payment to the FieldComm Group.  
The Test Technician will confirm the requested test date via response to the support request 
ticket.  Please allow 3 - 6 weeks of lead time (more if the test will be witnessed) for a test date.   
Tests are scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis, but as close as possible to the date you 
request. 

 
2) Provide the device support files for the device in one or more archive files (zip, etc.) by 

uploading them to the support ticket opened when you requested to test the device.  The archive 
should contain the device DD files (*.FFO, *.SYM, *.FF5, *.SY5), and capability file (*.CFF or 
*.CFH), DO NOT send the DDL Sources.  Sources are not required for FF Test and Registration. 
 

3) Provide the initialization file(s) used to configure the device by the test system(s).  These can 
be sent by uploading them to the support ticket.   
 

o ITK: a device “INI” file should be provided that includes the necessary block parameters 
and values to configure the channel numbers, scaling units, and other options necessary 
to allow all blocks in the device to go into automatic mode when they are scheduled to 
execute.  An example INI file is provided in the ITK installation as a starting point. 

o HSE CTK (Linking Devices/HSE Devices): TCS file describing the HSE device to be 
tested. 

 
4) Whenever possible, it is preferred that the entire device as it will ship to a customer is 

provided to us for test.  If necessary, you may send only the FF interface board(s) instead of 
the entire instrument housing, however, the manufacturer should be sure that such a 
configuration will pass an ITK Test and an H1 Physical Layer Audit. To pass an H1 PHY Audit, 
there must be an earth ground provided with the device. 
 

o Devices missing sensors may fail some ITK test cases.  Be sure to include simulators if a 
sensor is too expensive or too difficult to send.  
 



	 	

o Device samples that cannot be grounded (PE) may fail physical layer test audit.  All H1 
Physical Layers are audited on a test system in our lab to verify they will pass FF-830 as 
documented by the manufacturer on FF-652.  Significant discrepancies must be resolved 
before registration will be granted.  Be certain your sample will pass a PHY test audit 
before sending it for an ITK test.  (Don’t send early prototype hardware that fails FF-830). 
 

o All field devices must include (by specification) a means of setting physical simulate by a 
jumper or switch.  This feature must be manipulated by the test system while the device 
is operational and under test.  This will be done using normally open relays in the AT-444 
ITK Automation Tool.  If the two contacts for simulate cannot easily be accessed and 
wired to the automation tool, the manufacturer is responsible for providing wires from the 
device to allow testing under automation.  The test administrator will not solder wires to 
contacts on a device.  FieldComm Group reserves the right to inspect simulate feature 
implementations to verify they meet spec requirements.  FCG may also request images 
from the manufacturer to meet this requirement.   
 

o All field devices that support write lock via hardware (jumper or switch) must follow the 
same rules as those for simulate.  The feature will be tested, so if the contacts for write 
lock cannot easily be wired to a normally open relay, the manufacturer must provide 
wiring to allow the feature to be connected to normally open relays of the ITK Automation 
Tool. 

 

Payment Information 
Please provide a purchase order with the Testing Request Form (FF-283).  The test date will not be 
reserved without a method of payment included with the request form.  Fees were described in the 
original reply email you received from the support portal when the ticket for testing and registration 
services was opened.  Fees can also be found at: 
https://support.fieldcommgroup.org/en/support/solutions/articles/8000035840-testing-and-registration-fees 
 
 

Contact Information 
General questions prior to an official request for test should be sent as support tickets to: 
http://support.fieldcommgroup.org 
 
Questions pertaining to a campaign which has already been scheduled should be sent as new queries to 
the original support ticket for the test campaign.  Do not open new tickets for an ongoing test campaign.     
 
 
Send Device Samples To:   
   
FieldComm Group 
Attn: Foundation Test Lab 
9430 Research Blvd., Ste. 1-120 
Austin, Texas  78759 

USA 
 
  


